History of Ed^tcat^on
order and  rational progress  in the  gradation  of   material
that all this resulted in making the schools places of torture
for   children   instead   of places of   interested   activity and
growth.
Even before he was possessed by his great pansophi.:
ideas, Comenius had made it his chief endeavor to reforn
schools both by the formulation of educational principles anc
by the construction of text-books that would obviate th:
above-mentioned evils. In 1631, the year before the comple-
tion of the Didactica, Comenius published the Janna Lingua*
rum Reserata, or Gate of Languages Unlocked. This was his
most famous book and alone would have made him a notable
character in his own century. Within a short time it was
published in Latin, Greek, Bohemian, Polish, German.
Swedish, Belgian, English, French, Spanish, Italian, and
Hungarian of the European languages, and into Arabic,
'Turkish, Russian, and Mongolian of the Asiatic. For many
generations the schoolboys of three continents thumbed this
book as their primer to the languages instead of the Donatus
and Alexander of preceding generations. And very differ-
ent from these it was, though in some respects not much less
difficult. The plan of the book was simple and " natural,"
Starling with several thousand of the most common Latin
words referring to familiar objects, the plan was to arrange
them into sentences, beginning with the simplest and becom-
ing progressively more complex, and in such a manner that
a series of related subjects would be presented, the whole
presenting a brief encyclopedic survey of knowledge as
well as affording a vocabulary and a working knowledge of
simple Latin.
This text will give a fair conception of the pansophic ideal
a.s well as the new tendency in the subject-matter of educa-
tion,, The one hundred different chapter headings included
such subjects as these, introduced in the order given: Origin
of the World, the Elements, the Firmament, Fire, Meteors